USDA Forest Service 

State & Private Forestry, Forest Health Protection
Davis, California
STEP Biological Science Technician GS-404-5/7/9 
About the Position:

The primary duties of this position are to compile survey data, conduct aerial surveys and field visits on the ground in support of Forest Health Protection.  This position would collect information on forest damage types including mortality, defoliation, and others while using a digital aerial mapping system operated from light aircraft.  The incumbent will capture and compile aerial survey data, summarize results, assist in development of map products and database maintenance relating to forest health surveys.  Field work including hiking over varying terrain may be required.  The position would provide timely, effective and accurate data to the Aerial Survey Program Manager.  

Skills needed:  

· Ability to tolerate long hours as passenger in a small airplane conducting aerial mapping over mountainous terrain in sometimes rough or turbulent conditions

· Familiarity with common California forest tree and shrub species

· Experience with computer software including GIS sufficient to learn applications specific to digital aerial mapping preferred

· Experience with field survey methods using a Global Positioning System (GPS)  preferred

· Experience with web site design and maintenance preferred

· Experience using topographic map sheets and aerial photography  

· Proficiency using a compass

· Ability to follow directions and to make decisions 

Training: 
Training will be provided and address safety, use of digital mapping system and geographic information system, survey protocols and standards, species identification, proper use of a GPS, compass, maps and aerial photos.
Duty Station and Salary:  
Duty Station is Davis, California; salary with Sacramento area locality pay $15.13 - $22.93 per hour.
Employment Duration: 
Start and end dates are somewhat flexible, expect late May through late September 2008 to coincide with summer break from school. Part time employment before and/or after summer break may be available. 
The Government will supply: GPS and navigational equipment, training (approximately 1 1/2 weeks) and vehicles. 
Please submit cover letter, resume and copy of transcripts to Walter Clevenger  wclevenger@fs.fed.us or FAX to Walter Clevenger (530) 756-4324.  
The following information MUST BE in your detailed resume…
A. Personal Information - Full name, mailing address, day and evening phone numbers with area code, social security number, country of citizenship, and the following if applicable: veteran’s preference, proof of federal employment, reinstatement eligibility and highest federal civilian grade and series held.

B. Education – High school (name, city, state and zip code), date of diploma or GED, college and universities (name, city, state and zip code), majors, type and year of degrees received (if no degree, total semester or quarter hours earned).  A copy of your college transcript(s) must be submitted.
C. Work Experience – Give the following information for paid and volunteer work experience related to the job for which you are applying:  job title (including series and grade if federal job), duties and responsibilities, employer’s name and address, supervisor’s name and phone number, starting and ending dates (month and year, hours per week, and salary).  Do not send job descriptions.  Please indicate if we may contact your current supervisor.
D. Other Qualifications – List job-related training courses (title and year) and job-related skills such as other languages, computer/software/hardware, tools, machinery, and typing speed;  current job-related certificates and licenses;  and job-related awards, honors, and special accomplishments such as publications, memberships in professional or honor societies, leadership activities, public speaking, and performance awards. 

Thank you!
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